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to Jnana, (i.e., path of inquiry), and wished to give up his
married life and become a recluse. He proceeded to
search for a suitable Guru, and inquired of many if there
was any living Guru who could instruct and inspire as
Sri Ramakrishna inspired and instructed Vivekananda.
<( Yes, there is one," several said, " and that is Sri Ramana
Maharshi of Tiruvannamalai." " But," some added, " get-
ting upadesa from him is a well-nigh hopeless task."
Nothing daunted N., went up soon afterwards (i.e., in
1918) to Maharshi at the Skandasram and sat in silence
before him. He dared not ask any question ; and the
Swami did not deign to open conversation. So he felt
that his friends were right in their judgment about the
impossibility of getting upadesa (instruction) from this
Swami, and returned dejected. His determination to
obtain his special grace hcrwever was by no means aban-
doned. Difficulties of obtaining, or the rarity of, the
desired object only strengthened his resolve. " A Sat-Guru
must be found. Are there any others ? " thought he, and
went to see some reputed ascetics. But they did not im-
press him; and he could not surrender himself as a dis-
ciple at their feet. So back again his mind flew to Mahar-
shi ; and the only question was, how his grace could be
obtained. So in 1920, he wrote a letter at great length
placing before the Maharshi the example of Tayumanavar

who had written "arrao^JDQ-l ffiSOre^OTe^as SOTiait'* (see, crows
are selfless and share their grub with their kind) . . .
and of Eamakrishna Paramahamsa; requested him not to
be selfishly indifferent to the fate of longing souls, and
added that his previous visit was fruitless, and that if
Maharshi should deign to give written permission, he (N.)
would at once go to his feet etc. A month passed without